Sour Apple Productions and Film Action Oregon Present

The 2007 10 or Less Film Festival
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October 18-20, 2007

@ The Hollywood Theatre

www.10orlessfest.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Event Date: October 18-20, 2007

Location: The Hollywood Theatre, 4122 NE Sandy Boulevard, Portland, OR

Cost: $7/Program, $20 Festival Pass

Contact: Tara Johnson-Medinger | 503.267.1126 | tara@sourappleproductions.com

The 10 or Less Film Festival, formerly known as the Portland International Short Short Film Festival, is a showcase of independent and underground short cinema from Portland, the United States, and around the world, all running 10 minutes or less. Created in 2002 by Portland filmmaker Tony Fuentes the festival encourages independent filmmakers to submit their work, and each year we strive to develop a program that represents the best in contemporary short films, films that buck the trends of mainstream cinema and use the short-subject medium to their advantage.  This year’s offerings include narrative, documentary, experimental, and genre-defying films from Japan, Australia, Republic of Korea, Spain, France, Rwanda, the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States, and a healthy sample from Portland’s own indigenous film scene.

HIGHLIGHTS

This year’s fest will be screening four individual shorts programs at the Hollywood Theatre. Friday night’s Shorts Program III, “Don’t Bring the Kids Shorts,” will showcase films with adult themes and content, and is not suitable for children.  Each evening several filmmakers will be in attendance for post-screening Q&A’s. One film will be chosen by a panel of judges as the recipient of the Best of the Fest award, presented by OurStage.com, which will be conferred following the final screening program (Shorts Program IV).  This award will also include a $1000 cash prize for the director. Several films are highlighted below; check the complete schedule at www.10orlessfest.com for screening times.

INTERNATIONAL FARE

Each year the festival receives numerous films from around the world that give us an eye into other lives and cultures and touch on stories both alien and familiar. Eiji Shimada’s “Silently” (Japan) tells the romantic fantasy of lovers in a mythical city who witness and fall prey to the legend of the metropolis’ dazzling lights. A young man who grew up in the shadow of the HIV/AIDS crisis confronts his anxiety with the announcement of a new drug resistant super virus in Nahuel Losada’s “Alto Riesgo” (Spain). And in “The Game” (Australia), director Christopher Johnson treats us to a hilarious tale of revenge when just another Saturday night game of World Of Movies for four friends gets very serious...
ANIMATED ANIMATIONS

Animations made a strong showing in this year’s submissions, with artists mixing and matching styles and genres, and creating sometimes unbelievable, eye-popping new compositions.  Josh Raskin directs I Met the Walrus a cascading flood of multi-pronged animation that was inspired by a 1969 interview with John Lennon, taken at the time by 14-year-old Beatle fanatic Jerry Levitan. Fragile Machine, directed by Ben Steele, is a computer-generated film about science, religion, and man’s role in a new nature of which he has partial authorship; having been likened to an “electronic operetta,” it tells the story of life designed in a factory instead of born from a womb. And Sarah Cortese’s Unraveling uses the metaphor of a ball of yarn, to knit together the memories of Marie Keller, an 87-year-old struggling with memory loss.

INVERTING THE MIRROR: DOCUMENTARIES

This year’s documentary entries run a wide gamut of subjects, from Marlene Schiött Rasmussen’s profile of a man named Fang who lives happily among one hundred winged inhabitants of a small London flat (Ground Floor Right) to Sam Kauffmann’s devastating Massacre at Marambi an unflinching examination of one of the world’s most horrifying mass murders. Other don’t-miss docs in the fest include Samuel Nalband’s Charlie & Guy, Hye-In Kim’s Huinalini and two Portland-centric films, Holly Grubbs’ Airport Jordan and Scott Oullette’s Man of the Year.
MADE IN PORTLAND: LOCAL FILMS

Salmon and organic produce aren’t the only things locally grown in Portland. Our own healthy, indigenous film scene makes a splash this year courtesy of some of Stumptown’s finest filmmakers.  Vincent Caldoni ‘s mystical vignette, The Rifle Workbook follows a gathering of strange hill-folk through a series of bizarre, miniature rituals that leads to a startling climax. Airport Jordan recounts the infamous case of the Portland man who sued Michael Jordan and Nike for defamation of character because he happened to look just a bit too much like Jordan.  Man of the Year reveals Portland through the eyes of an autistic janitor who also happens to be the Trail Blazers’ biggest fan. And Portland also keeps its cred as an indie-music Mecca with two locally-produced music videos, Echo Helstrom’s Hungry Ghost, directed by Kurt Nishimura and The Prids’ All That You Want by Sean Strauss. Other filmmakers whose works will be shown include Melanie Brown, Shahrom Taghizadegan, Tyler Spencer, Arman Bohn, Bennett Battaile, Peter Williams, and Jim Lowry.

REEL YOUTH SCREENING

The Reel Youth Film Festival, a festival that celebrates the visionary work of young filmmakers in communities around the country, will be visiting Portland on October 20th as part of the 10 or Less Film Festival. Reel Youth is about empowering young artists and reclaiming the media to express their creativity, originality and the issues they care about.  It is about connecting communities with their youth.  The Reel Youth Film Festival (RYFF) takes this vision to the screen in a celebration of youth culture through motion pictures.  Its aim is to discover and promote young filmmakers while showcasing the richness and diversity of a new generation of films. This special screening will include works from Portland filmmakers as well as other young people from around the country.
OFFSITE EVENTS

In addition to the four shorts programs, several offsite events will be held, including an opening night party at Portland’s Jupiter Hotel.  Refreshments courtesy of Full Sail Brewing Company will be on hand to get the party started as well as the internationally flavored beats of DJ E3.  During the party the Jupiter’s dreamBOX will present gallery-style series of looping experimental films. Casual after-parties will be held after the Friday and Saturday night

WORKSHOP: SHOOTING ON A SHOESTRING

So you’ve got your “$14 steady-cam” in hand, and cast all your family members as the principal actors, but what now? Join some of Portland’s thriftiest indie-movie gurus October 20, at the Jupiter Hotel’s dreamBOX , as they host Shooting on a Shoestring: The Art of No-Budget Filmmaking. Seasoned Portland filmmakers C.K. Lichenstein (Cathedral Park, Monday Night Gig), Andrew Blubaugh (Hello Thanks, Scardycat), and several special guests TBA, as they bestow the ancient secrets DIY filmmaking at its finest. From locations, to gear, to craft services, you’ll be able to carry off that magnum opus of yours on the cheap—but without looking like it.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The 2007 10 or Less Film Festival is a production of Sour Apple Productions and Film Action Oregon, with generous support from our premier sponsors Milagros Boutique and OurStage.com. Additional support has been provided by KNRK 94.7, Rex Post, NW Media, Jupiter Hotel, Baby Wit, Full Sail Brewing Company, and Morrow McKenzie. For more information, please visit our website, www.10orlessfest.com, or contact Tara Johnson-Medinger at 503.810.9145, or tara@sourappleproductions.com.

TICKETS

Festival Pass: $20, grants access to all events

Shorts and Reel Youth Programs: $7/screening

Opening Night Kickoff Party: $5, or free with Program 1 ticket stub

Workshop: Shooting on a Shoestring: $5

After-Party and Closing Night Wrap Party: Free

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

(All events will be hosted at the Hollywood Theatre unless otherwise noted.)

Thursday, October 18

7:00PM: Shorts Program I, followed by Q&A

9:00PM-LATE: Opening Night Kickoff Party @ The Jupiter Hotel (800 E Burnside St.)

9:00PM-LATE: dreamBOX Theater: Experimental Films and Animations @ The Jupiter Hotel

Friday, October 19

7:00PM: Shorts Program II, followed by Q&A

9:00PM: Shorts Program III: Don’t Bring the Kids Shorts (adult themes and content), followed by Q&A

11:00PM-LATE Casual After-Party @ Location TBA

Saturday, October 20

1:00PM-3:00PM: WORKSHOP: Shooting on a Shoestring: The Art of No Budget Filmmaking @ The Jupiter Hotel dreamBOX (800 E Burnside St.)
5:00PM: Reel Youth Screening, followed by Q&A
7:00PM: Shorts Program IV, followed by Q&A and awards

9:00PM-LATE: Closing Night Wrap Party @ Location TBA

FOR COMPLETE PROGRAM INFORMATION AND UPDATES, PLEASE VISIT WWW.10ORLESSFEST.COM
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